











Biotic Index Using Benthic Organisms
Benthic organisms dwell on the bottom layer of a body of water, and spend much of their time in the sediments. These
macro-invertebrates lack a backbone and are visible to the naked eye. They can help us determine the quality of water
in a stream or river based on their tolerance to pollutants. Class 1 organisms are very sensitive to pollutants, while
Class 3 organisms are tolerant of pollutants. After collecting macro-invertebrates from your stream or river, use this
index to assess how clean the water is. For example, if you a mix of organisms including Class 1 organisms, you can
assume the water does not have pollutants. Finding only Class 3 organisms should tell you that pollutants are present.






